\UBls Trinity Park =
Bl news =

O RN YOO Join or renew* your TPNA membership in March for a chance
to win a pair of free tickets to the Full Frame Documentary
Film Festival in downtown Durham.

7TKHUH ZLOO EH SUL]JH IRU ¢UVW WLP
other current members.

Check your membership status (send a note to tpnamember
ship@gmail.com) and renew now if needed. Whether you are

documentary new or renewing, get your membership dues in by March 31 to
film festival be entered into the drawing.
WIN TICKETS TO FULL FRAME *If you renewed recently or are a lifetime member, you will
(APRIL 16-19) automatically be entered to win

Do you love living in Trinity Park? Do you wantto  GET INVOLVED
help keep Trinity Park a vibrant community?

Our meetings (1st Wednesday each month) are open
MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS to all. Meeting and committee participation is encour

o _ o _ aged so that issues important to you can be voiced.
Trinity Park Neighborhood Association (TPNA) is

one of the oldest and most active neighborhood assQlOIN or RENEW
ciations in Durham.
Our urban neighborhood is a diverse mix of ap
Our purpose: proximately 40% homeowners and 60% renters. We

encourage all residents to contribute to our vibrant
* To encourage and promote community pride in the community by joining TPNA.

neighborhood
« To preserve and enhance the physical character of To join: trinitypark.org/membership
the neighborhood Pay online or via check to:

« To be a voice for common neighborhood interests TPNA PO Box 725 Durham, NC 27702
 To encourage and facilitate vigorous citizen partici

pation in governmental processes There are 4 membership options:
» To encourage participation in activities affecting 1 year = $15
quality of life in the neighborhood and in Durham 2 years = $25
5 years = $50
Questions? Contact tpnamembership@gmail.com Lifetime = $200



Get Active In TPNA

2026 Home Tour: CaII for Volunteers

6LQFH WKH PLG TV WKH
Home Tour has been a beloved tradition,
opening up unique homes for everyone to
enjoy and visit. During the 2024 Home
TRXU ZLWK WKH WKHPH 3,1
&RXOG 7DON" DERXW QH
visitors bought tickets, another 50 served

as volunteers, and all enjoyed meeting

new people, reconnecting with friends,

and sharing stories. The 2024 Home

Tour raised about $18,000he money

sustains the activities of the Trinity Park
Foundation, maintaining and improving

RXU QHLJKERUKRRGY{V VKDU
es. It also enabled TPNA to make signif

icant donations to help people in need of
stable housing, here in Durham as well

as in western NC, where folks were (and

still are) reeling from the devastation

caused by Hurricane Helene.

,WIV QRZ WLPH WR EHJLQ S
Home Tour, which will likely be held

this October.Want to be part of the

fun? Contact Karalyn Colopy at
NDUDO\Q#FROR®BKRR 2W R
you can help.

Trinity Park Merch

Show Trinity Park Pride!

1HZ VZDJ DYDLODEOH IRU SXx =7 " -t
stickers, mugs, and more, in a variety of ~a

logo options. 4

Check it out and buy a gift for yourself,

your family, or your neighbor.

To access our shop, go to

www.cafepress.com/shop/tpnahen

click on your desired logo. You will see a
range of products from which to choose.
(This is not a fundraiser. All proceeds

go to CaféPress but all pride goes to the
neighborhood!)

Spring Egg Hunt
WRHKHO®
George Watts School

Spring is in the air, and Easter is just

around the corner! Get ready for a day
(¢OOHG ZLWK IXQ ODXJKWH!I
our Annual Spring Egg Hunt on Saturday
April 4 at the George Watts School play
ground at 10:00 am

We encourage everyone to bring your
EDVNHWY DQG \RXU EHVW H
as we scatter colorful eggs throughout the
SODVJURXQG HDFK ¢OOHG 2
and special surprises.
7KLV LV D IUH
ZDLW WR VHH
special day!

H FRPPXQLW\
HYH

E
YHU\RQH WK

2 | TRINITY PARK NEWS



Annual Report

TPNA Annual Report for 2025 ' ' [
3UH vnﬂ%\weegg uo\Ir Join us at our TPNA Mcar:glnk I‘Sjrtgv?,irnglrgaﬁglr?n%y

By Scott Doron Board Meetings

The TPNA board stretched in 2025. As First Wednesday of the month

shown below, it was a year of action, with . /pm

a mix of old favorites and new initiatives. April 1, May 6, June 3, (July

Activities included policy advocacy, part break), August 5, September 2, Oc

nerships, awareness of key issues, and tober 7, November 4, December 2

communications. Stay tuned for an even Watch listserv for location

more dynamic 2026. or Zoom link

%RDUWGCHWLQJV t 'XNH 'XUKDP 1HLJKERU E&&
. , ship

« January: membership meeting. Board members participated in many

* February : board retreat. plannin meet s for ects, including

District 2 police. Also, helping refugees.

* April : polltlcaI/eIectlon policies forthe  (yHQwWV

TPNA Listserv.

* May: Partnership for a Healthy « MLK day

Durham. , « PORCH food drive and Book Harvest

* June: El Centro Hispano. book drive

* July: no meeting. « Egg Hunt

* August : Durham Police and HEART . partner, Full Frame Documentary Film| &
concerning safety on Ellerbe Creek Trail. Festival

* September: Nicole J. Thompson, Presi + (OOHUEH &UHHN FOHDQ XS GD\
dent & CEO, Downtown Durham Inc. » Neighborhood Somal pub
¥ 2FWREHU -RKQ +RGJHVC|'&\,ﬁSSO

IDFWV DQG DQDO\VLV RI Wpkd &rfs, W&Hygd}ch%he

Gregson. Concert Series
* November: Clint Blackburn, Sr Eng « Rock in the Park

Manager, City of Durham on paving TP« National Night Out cookout

streets » Halloween festivities at

» December : Lauren Shor on Halloween Trinity Park PLUMBING
WUDI¢{F VKXWGRZQ « Luminaria night

$GYRFDF\ Communications

* Durham School of the Arts _ + TPNA newsletter distribute
TPNA resolved to be part of the planning on time, four times per year

process for the future of DSA. The TPNA I

board sent a letter to school board mem . Wwebsite updated and main YO u r n e Ig h bo rh O O d

bers. Later, in conjunction with Durham  tzined .

CAN, the TPNA board presented a reso

lution of public participation in planning  « |istserv monitorin p | u m ber S I n Ce 1947

IRU WKH VLWHYV IXWXUH DW WKH 6FKRRO

meeting and later sent the resolution to  « Monthly meetings at Trinit

County Commissioners. The future of Avenue Presbyterian Churc

DSA will remain an advocacy focus. Fleishman House Chabad,
Duke Catholic Center, Watts

» Duke/Gregson Streets Street Bapust Church P.O. Box 2288, Durham, NC 27702

7KH WUDI¢F FRPPLWWHH SURYLGHG VORZ (919) 688-1348

down signs for both streets. The board  cyrrent Membersh|p

also planned an early morning coffee t OLIHWLPH PH

along Gregson to highlight the speed « 143 vearly members

LQJ FRPPXWHU WUDI¢F IR.lQ4fé LGDWHV |

Durham City Council, although this

meeting did not take place. TP board Financials

members wrote letters to Council mem . Total Reven ue$11.344

EHUV HQFRXUDJLQJ WKH DrgtR EMYdn5e 152 Est @B 1947

ZD\ VWUHHW SDWWHUQV ¥UDR\VVDLILY fél—j

safety will remain an advocacy focus.
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Trinity Park Trees
IHZUHHRDWKHIUB Q6R2NVRHO S

Residents of Trinity Park have seen city [Hl
FUHZV SODQWLQJ QHZ WU

RlI zD\ RQ PDQ\ RI RXU V
City Urban Forestry staff to tell us what
they are planting.

From Craig Reed, Urban Forestry
SURJUDP ODQDJHU 3:H D
WKURXJKRXW WKH FLW\
ings are focused on planting understory
trees and replacing trees that died and
canopy was lost.

The City will be planting over the next
three years approximately 8,500 trees
throughout the entire city, focusing on
areas with historically low canopy cover.
In addition to tree planting, we are also
currently completing a new Canopy
Assessment which will identify canopy ;
loss over the past decade, as well as a ful
Tree Inventory for trees located in the
ULJKW RI ZzD\ $IWHU WKH§
this information will be used to complete §
an Urban Forestry Management Plan to
help guide us through the next decade
in our management practices and risk
assessments.”

From Alex Johnson, Urban Forestry Op =
HUDWLRQV ODQDJHU 37KE
General Services Department plants
thousands of new street trees each year |
as part of its Urban Forest Management |
Plan. This past year the UF team planted ;
more than 30 different species to increas
diversity and enhance resilience.

The UF team considers several factors :

when selecting a tree for a particular site. City workers planting a new tree on Minerva Ave. Photo by Steve Unruhe

How much space will the tree have? Are

there overhead wiresPlow deep is the R

soil? How much sun vs shade? +HUHYV ZKDW ZDV SODQWHIUJWK QD WDV HIPAHRIAE RQRO L Q
Durham: R Tulip poplar

1DWLYH ARZHULQJ WUHHVW BD®OY Q D W MBHGNREZHWLHQ BLarge native shad€hinkapin oak,

ful, but can be the most sensitive to site  Serviceberry, Redbud, Pigmy fringetree  Nuttal oak, Shumard oak, Willow oak,

conditions, requiring shade and good soil Small nativeornamental/shade: Horn Swamp white oak, Compton oak, Hack
WR WKULYH 1RQ QDWLY Hbgam G‘RU%DPHQWDO‘ _ berry, Bald cypress
VKDGH WUHHV ZLWKRXW \B6PR0ARQRIRUYDMNUHIMW AR 2AHRBILJH QRQ Q D/W DQYHR @ K3IDMHY +

often selected for their ability to tolerate ering cherry, Chinese fringetree tree

SRRU RU GLI¢{FXOWWLRWH 6FFR0OE. W RRQYDWLYH RUQDPHQWDO VKDGH 3HU

VLIH WZR WKLUGV RI WK sHiavRratayChinegelparptacRapeRak ,| \RXTG OLNH WR KHOS RXW
planting are tight or have overhead wires, maple, Trident maple, Chinese pistache ing the young trees in front of your home

so small trees must be select&mall R this summer. Young trees are at their

trees tend to reach a max height/spread OHGLRPWLYH ARZHMBDD\ PRVW YXOQHUDEOH GXULQJ
R IHHW 7KH UHP DL QmaygolR ,Jellowmnmeedy G transplant.Supplemental water in times

of the spots are less restricted, so larger Medium native ornamental/shade: Hon  of drought and excessive heat can make
VSHFLHV FD QOHHKs ISXO § W He@ocust, Kentucky coffeetree, Overcup  a real difference! A quick google search
VSHFLHV RIWHQ PD[ RXW aakyBlackgumiHRivar bitik L O H of best watering practices can be very

WKH ODUJHVW VSHFLHV WHO®OUXRVEAR QI FAD W KHHVR D @riddrrba@/e/'D O

HV ZLWK IHZ RU QR UH YV wshade®@inkgoQXpanese gelkowaD F K

up to 50 feet. Dwarf Dawn redwood

4 | TRINITY PARK NEWS



Urban Updates

ean-up

EIIere Creek Cl

s RN

%\&DURDGHUVRQ

B

6KLIAHWW DQG &DURO $

names may be familiar from many other

Friends of Ellerbe Creek is a new Durham organizations and all of whom
QRQSUR/{W IRXQGHG MXV We avbilhi¢ tblmswerl@&iohs/
IRFXVHG RQ WKH KHDOWK DQG ZHOO EHLQJ RI

Ellerbe Creek waterways. To join the mailing list for regular up
dates or to sign up for ongoing cleanup
FEC organizes work events to clear trash events please email lan Pond at

from the creek bed (up to the high water iandavid33@hotmail.com or follow
mark of the Ellerbe) as well as its multi  Friends of Ellerbe Creek on Facebook
ple tributaries. FEC welcomes (with open

DUPV DOO YROXQWHH U Vyduvhelptaad@aifficdipatiep 5 Qo import
cial donations to continue this critically  ant in preserving and maintaining Ellerb
important work. Ellerbe Creek and its Creek, a natural jewel and important
tributaries run through Trinity Park, as resource in the midst of so many of our
well as a number of other Durham neigh urban neighborhoods.

borhoods, providing a welcome respite of

green space and natural areas in the midsPictured above from the retention pond
of our city. FOHDQ@ROZR D W Z & I0JK\W R
5XJ K& D URDG H U MROQX\W W H
/IRLNULJKMD PDW N LEQWH Y H
& R K (D Q@ R QsGhe photographer

Currently the board consists of Steve
Hiltner, lan Pond, Clayton Rugh, Mike

FIBER CONSTRUCTION
CONCERNS?

For questions or concerns about the
*RRIJOH ¢EHU FRQVWU
Park, call the number on the vehicle,
door hanger or the below numbers fo
assistance.
$7 7

X

r

T LA

Q

v

)

Progress on Planning
for Future of DSA

By Marcie Porter

At a meeting on January 15, the DPS

Board of Education discussed a proposal

for an assessment of a former school
VLWH /RZHTV *URYH DQG W
to expand the project to include the

Durham School of the Arts (DSA) and

former Northern H.S campuses.

7KH SURSRVDO IURP 81& &K
Development Finance Initiative was
developed in response to a request from
Durham County and DPS. The project

would conduct a feasibility analysis

and evaluate options for redevelop

PHQW RI WKH /RZHYV *URYH
would include public input sessions and
collaboration with County, DPS, and

her st old blish strategic
g%igrit@gﬁbwe?&t%ﬁl@sis of commu
nity and market data, housing needs, and
¢ QDQFLDO DVVHVVPHQWV U
investment feasibility.

TPNA President, Scott Doron, reiterat
ed the need for the school board to get
moving on a planning process for the
DSA campus. Preservation Durham also
spoke in support of the community input
model.

After the DFI presentation, school board
member Natalie Beyer urged the County

and DPS to use the DFI approach for
/IRZHTV *URYH '6%$ DQG 1RU
VLFD &DUGD $XWHQ VDLG V
lieved they should use the DFI approach
sooner rather than later for DSA and
Northern. She asked the consultants if

there might be a price break for doing all
three. The answer was yes. The school
board agreed to support the DFI consult

ing proposal and to move forward with
requesting a proposal to cover all three
properties. Durham County will contract

with DFI.

-WLRQ LQ 7ULQLW\

DFI was formed in 2011 by the UNC

Chapel Hill School of Government to

help local governments and communities
achieve their economic development
JRDOV E\ SURYLGLQJ H[SHU
v \ahd v &l \dstake QevaldprHent.

The TPNA board presented a request for
_ Faktidn RoRHe BdQdollbgard in September.
ZIR BhNenfRail) s€hodl Roafdle khir@BBHiV
RPEHDRNIWHDBWSRDWH G 3

, FHU
see a robust community engagement

SURFHVV WR GUHDP DERXW
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Meet Your Neighbor

IDPBQ®PL®MHPEHUV T .

Pela and Gary GEREFFI 2 ™
'DXIJKWHU + (PLO\ *HUHI .
(spouse); granddaughter — Maya, 7
years old i
'DXJKWHU + .DUHQ *HUHI.
Nigel Goodman (spouse); grandson —
Kendrick, 4 years old

6 WUHGFHCWH VYV
Monmouth Avenue

Occupations

Gary — sociologist and Emeritus Profes
sor, Duke University

Pela — sociologist / National University
of Mexico (UNAM)

KV GL\®R P RYWRULQIDWUN "
We rented a home in Trinity Park (1018
Monmouth) when Gary got his job at
"XNH LQ :LWKLQ PR
bought our home on the same street

(1008 Monmouth). 7KH *HUHI¢ IDPLO\ LQ IURQW RI WKHLU IDPLO\ KRPH F
i center. On the right are daughter Emily with her husband Syeve Webb and daughter
:KDWXUSUWRVBIERXW QL WA Maya. On the left are daughter Karen with her husband Nigel Goodman, their sen Ken

Park? ; = :
Coming from a big city (Pela is from drick, and Nigel's parentsSKRWR FRXUWHV\ RI 3HOD *HUHI
Mexico City; we moved to Durham The one thing | like best about Trinity , 1, FR XIORGS U RYMH K LDCEIR X W
from Boston), everything was very Park 7U L QIDVNWR X B8 B «

close. We were able to go to different  The friendliness and camaraderie ofthe -HHS WUDI¢(F DQG KRXVLQJ
activities and classes for our children in people; the beautiful trees in the neigh ~ €d, and have neighborhood parties more
DIHZ PLQXWHV %HLQJ \garhﬁc@_RVH WR 'XNHT{V often.

East Campus was a fantastic advantage.

Ellerbe Wetlands Update

% \6 W HBYQHJ X K H

Durham has begun work on the
ORQJ DZDLWHG 6RXWK (O

wetlands project just north of Trinity —
Ave. | Bllerbe
According to Dave Milkereit with the yration

City, Durham entered into a contract with |
OLG $WODQWLF ,QlUDVWL
(MIS) for Phase 3A of the South Ellerbe

Restoration on January 30, 2026. ANo ~ “1°%
tice to Proceed was issued on February .

10, 2026. Phase 3A will consist primarily
of sanitary sewer, water, and stormwater
infrastructure realignments.

ko

This work will lay the groundwork for
Phase 3B which is expected to begin
early 2027. Phase 3B will include the
wetland and stream restoration, and  profe®
construction of facility amenities such as gfion 2"

plantings, public art, and a paved perim e 1
eter trail. Phase 3B is expected to take 125 /" N80
months to complete. \ph
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Foundation Report

——

Gazebo Repair

By Shelley Dekke

Anyone visiting the park during the
coldest days of late January into early
February may have noticed two vigorous
souls hard at work replacing the rotting
UDIWHU WDLOV LQ WKH JD]|
with new boardsThese carpenters, Jeff
Bergman, assisted by Sam Gurley, made
the new rafter tails in their shop and then
spent several days installing them on

site at the parkPhase Il of the job will
involve replacing the rotting boards in
upper portion of the gazebo, but scaf
folding and/or harnessing will need to be
used for that part of the jolWhen the

new boards are all in place, painting con
tractor Jeff Scott will have his crew treat
WKH ¢QLVKHG FDUSHQWU\ \
the weather.Phase IIl will be determin

ing the best method of ridding the gazebo
of nesting house sparrows and cutting
out and replacing portions of the vertical
boards they have damaged.

Photo by Shelley Dekker of Sam Gurley
at work.

BABY GRASS IS GROWING

Please
stay off
‘the lawn

s

By Karalyn Colopy

The lawns at The Trinity Park have

been brown and bare for several seasons
now. In an effort to bring back some

grass, the Trinity Park Foundation recently
hired a landscaping company to aerate and
UH VHHG WKH ODZQV DW WHK
raised by the 2024 Home Tour.

3OHDVDQW *UHHQ *UDVV ¢Q
on February 20. As if on cue, right after

the seeding was complete it began to

rain! The lawns are roped off while

the seed gets establishddok for

green growth next time you walk by the

park. We will remove the rope fencing

once the grass is established.

Thanks for your patience!

Photo by Karalyn Colopy
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TPNA News

OHHWRX1IHZ2RDWHP EHU YV

Marcelo Levy ~ Py

Marcelo has been living in his Trinity
Park home since 2007.

Marcelo was 8 months old when his fam
ily immigrated to the USA from Argen
WLQD LQ +H JUHZ XS
(Skokie). Upon graduating from high
school, he moved to Florida to attend uni
YHUVLW\ ZKHUH KH UHFH
GHJUHH LQ ¢QDQFH ,Q
Miami where he worked in various pro %3
IHVVLRQDO +5 SRVLWLRQ
County.

In 2000, Marcelo had to leave his job due
to health complications from HIV (diag
QRVHG +,9 +H UHJX|
area high schools and universities about
HIV/AIDS prevention. He continues
VKDULQJ KLV VWRU\ DER
HIV survivor to give hope to anyone

L|ndsay Carbone" diagnosed with a life threatening illness.

/ILQGVD\ KDV OLYHG LQ 'xuAed pf 2006, Maycglo and his partner e '

years and the Triangle area since middle relocated to Asheville, NC. Sadly, his Emilie Morgan

school. She lives on Watts Street with her partner of 22 years passed away of a . L

partner, Pablo, and their cat, Finley. heart attack in October of that year. Emilie Morgan was born and raised in
Marcelo then moved to Durham to be ~ Durham. She grew up on Watts street and

Lindsay works at a recycling nonprof closer to his family living here. remembers celebrating birthdays at Trinity

it but in her free time, her passion is Park, scootering around East Campus and

creative writing. She is currently working Marcelo has grown to love Durham down to Northgate, and celebrating Lumi

on a fantasy novel. Lindsay is the kind and his home in TP. He and his current naria and Halloween at the Tot Lot.
of person who always has multiple side  Partner Kevin can often be seen around

projects in the works. Over the years, the neighborhood Walk|ng their golden Emilie moved back to the neighborhood
VKHYV IRVWHUHG NLWWHMHWYHDWIYG HPRRYFKT LQ DIWHU D PEULHIT WHQ \

81& &KDSHO +LOO KHU D pzprglq:epjqu.pgendigggie with his  served in the United States Marine Corps
hosted many potlucks and pool parties. family, cooking, gardening and traveling. as a Pilot. Emilie agreed to those shenan

igans on the condition that they end up
Lindsay loves to tell a good story — if back in Trinity Park!
you ever run into her, ask her about
how she adopted her cat, Finley (spoiler
alert: it involves a feral cat living in her
shower). You might run into Lindsay on
any given day at the Scrap Exchange,
Recess Yoga, Night School Bar, Arcana,
or talking a walk down the street to
Cloche Coffee. She loves Durham more
WKDQ PRUH WKDQ DQ\ R
lived.

Emilie now has two kiddos at George
Watts and she is the current secretary for
the PTA. In her spare time, Emilie works
as a realtor for her family business (Marie
Austin Realty), chairs the Backpack Bud
dies Program at Georgfatts, and takes
classes at Claymakers. She is excited to

u get more involvedn the TPNA andton
tinue serving her community

In 2023, Lindsay moved into Trinity Park
as a tenant, not realizing that her best
friend from middle school bought a house
at exactly the same time just around the
corner! Now she is excited to be able
to give back to the neighborhood and
the city she loves through community
engagement and emergency preparednef
projects as a member of the TPNA Board

8 | TRINITY PARK NEWS
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/UDI

'XNH *UHJRKRQRY H A HEQ&L\W\X G BEKW SR U W

By Mollie Flowe

% X G BEK\E G- IHMD U I(régiidr City Council meetings)
yWIV FLW\ EXGJHW VHDVRQ DJDLQ 7K+PU<B®B®r!H@WQHGQXMaehW6,Q®2§HFWV
'XUKDPJV YDOXHV DQG SULRULWLHYV VRIbligGHesrixgJNengay, Runew,R0OZD\ DWW HQ

tion and provide feedback to your City Council members. Council Work Sessionson the budget (Committee Room)

¥ ' HGQHVGD\ 0D\ D P + S P
/IDVW \HDU WKH WUDI{F FRPPLWWHH FGMRADWEDE OMPRIHWKHU ZLWR % NH S P
Durham, for funds to move ahead with the process for redesignf 7KXUVGD\ -XQH D P = S F

LQJ WUDI{F ARZ RQ WKH 5R[ERUR 0D Q2 WK ¥%MX)GDHXAHHV MBI Gdeigil Meetings
corridors. This year, we understand from City staff and from  City Council adopts Budget Development Guidelines: Monday,
neighbor/Council member Carl Rist that the next steps of the April 6, 2026 _ _
process for Roxboro/Mangum are adequately funded and it is ndEity Manager presents the budget to City Council: Monday,
necessary to make further funding requests for FY27. That is nbtay 18, 2026
the case for Duke and Gregson, however.  Council adopts budget, CIP, and related fee schedules and ordi

nances: Monday, June 15, 2026
5R[ERUR O0DQJXP LV LQ WKH ¢QDO GHVLJQ VWDJH ZLWK FRQVWUX_FWL.R(%1
DQWLFLSDWHG IRU 7KH S URF HVVThe ity hag webpages anvtire @ragrespofipinjects like the work
or two behind R/M, with the project still in the initial Engage  on the Roxboro/Mangum and Duke/Gregson corridors. You can
ment and Study phase. (You may remember the open house withQG WKH ZHESDJHV ZLWK D JRRJOH VHDL
city staff in the fall of 2025.) The next step is initial design, and for the South Ellerbe Restoration Project at Duke and Trinity.)
that will require more funding in the new budget.

,Q RWKHU WUDI¢F QHZV \RX PD\ KDYH QF
I ZH ZDQW WR VHH VDIHW\ DQG WU D | enchds At $omes R AP ny WwwR, nclydigHone on Duke
and Gregson, this process must keep moving! Please considerStreet. Bike Durham volunteers built and placed these benches
contacting City Council members to let them know what you to make waiting easier for bus riders, and to draw attention to the
think. They can be emailed at citycouncilonly@durhamnc.gov. need for basic accommodations at city bus stops. Please remem
Remember that two members, Matt Kopac and Shanetta Burridyer bus riders, bicyclists, and pedestrians as you drive around the
are recent additions. There are also formal opportunities to en neighborhood!

gage in the budget process:
| il ' A Edwardjonesr > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC
‘ i \.‘~.:} 4
= - ¥ Working
=1 - together for
= your financial
— future.
. ‘7__'_ | ¢ |
’ - = | Call or stop by.
——. —— — g Doug Dickerson Anna E Lewis
— B - s — — CFP*, CEPA" Financial Advisor
[~ = R T Financlal Advisor 411 West Chapel Hill Street
‘ ey - : T — S T Y 411 West Chapel Hill Street Suite 420
¥ - .:_____"'" : ! suite 420 Durham, NC 27701
- - - Durham, NC 27701 915-286-1222
i ok 2 o 919-286-1222
S L S e e
New bus bench on Duke Street built by Bike Durham volunteers.
Bike Durham is adding benches to many stops around town. EJB-19325-A-E-DA'5 AECSPAD 20027336

75,1,7< 3$5. 1(:6



Know Your Real Estate

Real Estate Tidbits with Matt Lawing

offer you around 60% of what the home

What are those offers you get in the mail?\ould appraise for. They make their home to a buyer wanting to do subject to.
Are they legit? living by doing some minor work and My advice for this is to talk to your bank
) putting it on the market to sell for full and make sure everything is above board.
If you are like me, you get offers for price. The tradeoff is convenience for  Also, there is a lot of trust involved in
your house almost daily via text, phone  pottom line. You will not make as much  handing someone else the keys to your
call, and mail. You may be wondering selling your home this way. credit.
what they are and if they are legitimate.
Although some may be people who Wholesalers range from legitimate to 7KH ODVW RSWLRQ LV FDOO

would buy your house for the same price complete scams. The more legitimate DQG LW XVXDOO\ RQO\ ZRUN
it would sell for on the market, the vast  ones will do something like this: Make ~ have a mortgage on your home. A buyer
majority fall into four categories: lowball  you a lowball offer, and then put your ~ will buy the home from you and instead
RITHUV ZKROHVDOHUV 3 %&EM}H h¥Vmi®t witPthem as the  of using a traditional lender, you let them
VHOOHU ¢QDQFLQJ seller. They will only complete the trans  buy it from you in installments and they
DFWLRQ ZLWK \RX LI WKHSPOGBRKE EQQWNWHREXR1I WKH EL

There are usually tradeoffs to each of  read that correctly: They put your house and they own the house on closing day,
their approaches. on the market with them as the seller. Thebut you become the bank and they pay

) EHQH; W WR WKHP LV WKHR&RDOHMW HPHDRQKDRN DUHQT
For a lowball offer, the sales pitch goes  any carrying costs for the house because for maintenance, taxes, or anything else
OLNH WKLV 3<RX FDQ VHGheyh )é(rlgwﬁlﬁﬂbhs@e'skhhbﬁg‘ﬁ/themtodowiththe house.
ly to us without any of the headacheof DQG WKH\ NHHS WKH SUR;W 8QOLNH WKH WUDGL
SXWWLQJ LW RQ WKH PDUWHRQEBXORRLHWOKRYIF U Likekarbank, yoV Igagea lien sixtbel b

to let strangers into your home and you tee of a closing with a wholesaler. HUW\ DQG FDQ UHSRVVHVV |
GRQIW KDYH WR GR DQV UHSDLUV ™ :HfOO EX\ LW  paid, and like a bank, you charge interest
direct. Now, the scammy ones. Some of these to the buyer.

) companies will get you to sign paper
In most cases, these people are going to ZRUN WKDW SXWV D If you #iBiihepetda, or have vetted

on your home. Although it still WKHP VHOOHU ¢(¢QDQFLQJ F
happens, the NC Attorney Gen You will generally make more money be
HUDOYV RI¢{FH KDV E&useQf hRiotdrésQahd the upfront costs
Y to outlaw this particular part of ~ for the buyer are way less than a tradi

the practice. If you are thinking WLRQDO EDQN <RX FDQ VHYV
arle) about working with a whole ing to be any number of years you like,

saler, make sure to do some from 1 to 2 years where they owe you the
research about deals they have balance of the house after or the full 30

e done and ask them for referenc years of a traditional mortgage. Important
“S l es of people whose homes they to keep in mind with this approach are
have bought. the tax implications. Talk to a CPA about
REALTY COMPANY capital gains and other taxes to make sure

36 XEMHFW WR’™ KDV EWilFrRaReHseRgR fbHyou.

popular lately. The idea is

that someone takes over your ~ There are other approaches that some of
mortgage payment. The loan these mail and text buyers will use, but

Helping families buy and GRHVQYIW JR LQWR Whsk are th@ mamfout tat you will be
: s stays in yours. For some, this is approached with.
sell homes in Tl‘lnlty Park enough reason not to sell your

for over 60 years!

Look For The Pink Sign!

1204 Broad Street
Durham, NC 27705
(919) 286-5611
www.marieaustinrealty.com
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